Brachyhypopomus gauderio n. sp. is described here from the central, southern and coastal regions of the Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil, from Uruguay, and from Paraguay. It is diagnosed from the congeners on the basis of body coloration, meristic and morphometric characters, such as the number of anal-fin rays, the position of anal-fin origin in relation to pectoral-fin, the morphology of the distal portion of caudal filament of mature males, and body proportions. The new species has been formerly identified as B. pinnicaudatus and is herein distinguished from it.
Introduction
Diversity of the genus Brachyhypopomus Mago-Leccia is clearly underestimated. All recent reviews of the species composition of the genus have resulted in a list of six species in this group of Neotropical electric fishes (Mago-Leccia 1994; , Albert 2001; Albert & Crampton 2003) , while studies published just in the last five years have increased this number by 50 percent.
The first five species, B. brevirostris (Steindachner, 1868), B. occidentalis (Regan, 1914) , B. beebei (Schultz, 1944) , B. diazi (Fernández-Yépez, 1972) , and B. pinnicaudatus (Hopkins, 1991), were originally described from the northern and center portions of South America. Brachyhypopomus janeiroensis (Costa & Campos-da-Paz, 1992) 
